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UNITED HEMP INDUSTRY UNVEILS UPDATED PRIORITIES FOR UPCOMING FARM BILL 
Seven Key Objectives For 2024 Farm Bill Supported By 33 Non-Profit Organizations 

WASHINGTON D.C. — As negotiations for the next U.S. Farm Bill commence following the new year, a united hemp 
industry, comprised of 33 non-profit organizations representing every facet of the supply chain, has come together in 
a historic effort to advocate for the inclusion of seven critical objectives. Summarized with clear legislative language, 
these objectives aim to create more jobs while providing much-needed regulatory direction for farmers.  

Specifically, the industry urges Congress to:  
• Regulate CBD and other ingredients derived from hemp under the existing frameworks for dietary supplement 

and food additives as outlined in HR 1629 and S 2451.  
• Address the shortage of testing laboratories and protect consumers by allowing USDA and ISO 17025 accredited 

laboratories to test hemp products. See proposal here.  
• Reduce regulatory requirements for hemp grain and fiber farmers via HR 3755 or S 980, and/or through a fit-for-

purpose approach as outlined here.  
• Permit hemp grain for animal feed. See proposal here.  
• Maintain the current definition of “hemp” while balancing appropriate consumer protections with continued 

market access to popular hemp products.  
• Promote justice, equity and the planet by repealing the felon ban in HR 1428, supporting hemp research at 

minority serving institutions, and enhancing climate opportunities through carbon credit programs.  
• Mandate that hemp crops should be deemed compliant unless they exceed 1% total THC, as defined by 

USDA. See proposal here.  

This is the first time hemp industry leaders have joined together in alignment on a strategic legislative agenda. Last 
year, the effort was initiated and led by the Hemp Industries Association (HIA), the National Industrial Hemp Council 
(NIHC) and the U.S. Hemp Roundtable (USHR), resulting in a foundational slate of policy priorities announced in April 
2023. Following ongoing negotiations and feedback from stakeholders, these priorities were refined and improved 
into the seven objectives above. See a one-page summary here.  

Farm Bills have historically played a vital role in shaping hemp policy. Just as the 2014 Farm Bill established hemp 
pilot programs, and the 2018 Farm Bill permanently legalized hemp, the forthcoming version could prove 
monumental for farmers and businesses. Endorsers express optimism for the possible outcomes.   

“With the Farm Bill delayed, possibly beyond the upcoming presidential election, we have an extended window to 
build upon the substantial strides made this year. The remarkable unity within our industry sends a powerful message 
to Congress. We will seize this window of opportunity to ensure that the final package reflects and prioritizes the key 
objectives crucial to the growth and sustainability of the hemp industry,” said U.S. Hemp Roundtable General 
Counsel, Jonathan Miller.   

(202) 292-4147    |     info@hempsupporter.com    |     20 F Street NW, Suite 850, Washington, D.C.    |     hempsupporter.com

Contact: Kerry Hinkle 
U.S. Hemp Roundtable 

(765) 278-8069 
kerry@hempsupporter.com 
news@hempsupporter.com

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1629
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2451
https://hempsupporter.com/resource/thc-testing-laboratory-accreditation/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3755
https://hempsupporter.com/resource/reducing-regulatory-burdens-on-hemp-farmers/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1428
https://hempsupporter.com/resource/thc-levels-for-hemp-crops/
https://hempsupporter.com/news/u-s-hemp-leaders-unite-on-plan-of-action-as-deliberations-over-2023-farm-bill-approach/
https://hempsupporter.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Hemp-Industry-Farm-Bill-Priorities-1123.pdf


“We heard Members of Congress and their staff asking for unity in the hemp industry, and we took action,” said 
Patrick Atagi, President and CEO of the National Industrial Hemp Council. “The industry is now speaking with a 
unified voice.” Atagi further noted, “We know hemp creates jobs, provides direct and indirect income, supports towns, 
cities, and municipalities through taxes, and benefits society through sustainable agriculture. Congress and the 
Federal government can grow the industry exponentially by adopting the seven legislative proposals before them.”  

“We are thankful industry leaders continue to work together on the next Farm Bill to deliver clear priorities to 
Congress such as protecting the current broad definition of hemp while increasing quality control standards for 
consumable products on the marketplace today,” said Justin Swanson, President of the Hemp Industries 
Association. 

"The hemp industry has faced continuous challenges in establishing a stable foundation since the full federal 
legalization of hemp brought about by the 2018 Farm Bill. The absence of regulatory clarity from the FDA along with 
the pandemic, has resulted in the elimination of thousands of operators and companies, causing the emerging 
industry to suffer billions of dollars in lost revenues and investment. Nevertheless, there is optimism due to the strong 
willingness of key industry stakeholders across the supply chain and various product categories to collaborate on 
common-sense policy initiatives. These stakeholders are eager to join forces and present a unified voice, focusing on 
crucial objectives for the upcoming Farm Bill. The goal is to provide farmers, processors, manufacturers, and ancillary 
businesses with a clear pathway and understanding, fostering an environment that allows the hemp industry to thrive 
and prosper." said Morris Beegle, President of WAFBA - We Are For Better Alternatives.    

### 
ABOUT 
  
The U.S. Hemp Roundtable is the hemp industry’s national advocacy organization, a coalition of dozens of leading 
companies and organizations committed to safe hemp and CBD products. The Roundtable proudly works in 
partnership with the industry's leading national, regional and state grassroots organizations, and is leading the way 
forward for hemp and CBD products through education and action. More at hempsupporter.com. 

(202) 292-4147    |     info@hempsupporter.com    |     20 F Street NW, Suite 850, Washington, D.C.    |     hempsupporter.com

https://hempsupporter.com/

