VOICES

Collateral damage

Good riddance to intoxicating hemp. Now, let's move on

lands like a long-overdue correction. With one

signature, the government has finally closed the
loophole that allowed synthetic THC derivatives to mas-
querade as “hemp” and dominate the national conversation.
It is the clearest signal yet that the era of delta-8 drinks,
HHC gummies and THCA flower posing as legal agricul-
tural output is ending.

'The path to this moment in the United States has been
chaotic. Since 2019, intoxicating hemp has expanded
through every regulatory crack available, driven not by
agronomy or market fundamentals but by opportunistic
chemistry and a willingness to
exploit ambiguity. The products
spread from vape shops to con-
venience stores, riding the mis-
interpretation of the 2018 Farm
Bill and flooding the country with
lab-altered intoxicants that Con-
gress never intended to legalize.
'The trajectory has been obvious for
years — yet it still took a statutory
redefinition to shut the machine
down.

The U.S. federal ban on intoxicating hemp products

Friend of hemp, accidently

That redefinition arrived when
Donald Trump, in November
2025, signed the government fund-
ing law that effectively removed
delta-8, HHC, THC-P, THCA
flower and similar synthetic
variants from the hemp category
altogether. By restoring hemp to its
original 2018 meaning — a crop
for grain, fiber and non-intoxicat-
ing derivatives — the law erases the gray-market intoxi-
cants by definition. It is a decisive realignment: a return of
hemp to the agricultural and industrial sectors that actually
built its credibility.

We’re relieved. And we're done pretending this was ever

“hemp' »
How it happened

'The intoxicant boom wasn’t born of genius; it was born
of desperation. When the 2018 Farm Bill legalized hemp,
it also legalized CBD — and investors charged in By 2020
the bubble burst. Overproduction crashed wholesale prices.
Extractors sat on mountains of isolate with no customers.
That’s when chemists in the dullest corner of the cannabi-
noid economy, discovered that with a small catalytic nudge,
cheap, “legal” CBD could be coaxed into delta-8 THC or
any number of psychoactive isomers.

Suddenly CBD companies headed for bankruptcy had a
lifeline — a reverse engineering of the Farm Bill’s language
that hemp and all its downstream derivatives were legal.

'The loophole birthed a national market in synthetic,
quasi-legal THC, an end-run around state cannabis rules,
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and a business model that relied on ambiguity, not agri-
culture. Vape shops, gas stations and convenience stores
became de facto dispensaries for products Congress never
contemplated and regulators couldn’t keep up with. Because
these cannabinoids were “derived from hemp,” they were
sold as “hemp.” And that — perhaps more than the health
risks — is what did the most lasting damage.

The hijacking

We've said it many times: this flash-in-the-pan sector hi-
jacked the word “hemp.” It swallowed public attention and
policymaker bandwidth, obscuring
the real opportunities in fiber and
grain. It misled investors, likely
scared off potential partners, and
gave opponents of hemp a weapon
they used relentlessly.

It defamed the agricultural sector
that hemp advocates spent decades
trying to restore. Instead of talk-
ing about decorticators, carbon-
sequestering crops, green building
materials or protein-rich seed, five
years were wasted fighting over
gummies and other delightful treats
sold down at the gas station.

Even now, as the law shuts the
door, this abberation of the “hemp”
industry is promising litigation,
shouting about “lost jobs,” and
vowing to reverse the ban before
implementation kicks in. Their en-
tire argument fits into one sentence:
they believe Congress can be pres-
sured into loosening the definition
of hemp again, despite having just
tightened it decisively. We'll see. In this day and age, any-
thing is possible in Washington D.C.

Moving on

Will the U.S. now return to the work that matters? Hard
to say. America led the rise of “hemp” during the CBD gold
rush, but it also drove two wheels off the road by allowing
synthetic intoxicants to define the category.

'The deeper issue is political. U.S. environmental and
agricultural policy is now openly hostile to climate-smart
innovation, and hemp has already been collateral damage.
Restoring basic federal support for research, processing
infrastructure, and farmer incentives would require a policy
alignment that does not currently exist.

But the intoxicant era is over. And that alone clears the air.
It removes the single biggest distortion in the global conver-
sation about hemp. It re-centers the crop where it belongs:
in the fields, in materials science labs, in construction sites, in
food innovation, and in carbon-market debates.

Let’s move on. True hemp has waited long enough.
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